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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention, in one or more embodiments, com-
prises water-soluble derivatives of 3-n-pentadecylcatechol
(poison ivy urushiol saturated congener) and/or 3-n-heptade-
cylcatechol (poison oak urushiol saturated congener) as com-
positions for the prevention and/or prophylactic treatment of
contact dermatitis caused by poison ivy and poison oak. The
present invention is also directed towards processes for mak-
ing such compounds. Disclosed are compounds which are
effective for tolerizing and desensitizing a subject against
allergens contained in plants of the Anacardiaceae and Gink-
goaceae families comprising water soluble urushiol esters of
general formula (I)

ey}
OR,

OR;

R,

tolerizing and desensitizing mammals, including humans, to
allergens contained in plants of the Anacardiaceae and Gink-
goaceae families is attained by administering a composition
containing at least one water soluble urushiol ester com-
pound.
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